British priority list of armaments, October 2, 1939. Great Britain desperately
needed U.S. armaments to fight Hitler. But America's Neutrality Acts barred
weapon sales to warring nations. On October 5, 1939, FDR received this list of
priority items the British wished to purchase if America's ban on weapon sales
was loosened. In November, Roosevelt convinced Congress to permit weapon
sales to Britain and France with the conditions that the goods be purchased
with cash and transported in foreign ships.



